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Happy Father’s Day
On this Father’s Day weekend, we pray for our fathers and thank them for their
loving guidance and commitment to our families and communities.

Father’s Day Prayer
God our Father,
in your wisdom and love you
made all things.
Bless our father.
Let the example of his faith
and love shine forth.
Grant that we, his family,
may honor him always with a
spirit of profound respect.
Grant this through Christ our
Lord.
R/. Amen.

Mass Schedule June 20 — 28

Prayer List for the Sick & Homebound
St. Anthony—Mary Canterbury, Mary Hanson,
David Dodd, Nazira Joseph, Zachariah Kushner,
Christina Lopez, Michael McCallister, Maya Clark,
Robin Holly, Mike Layne, Michael Bee
Our Lady of the Hills—Bert Zodorozny, Margaret
Hancock, Violet Edwards, Marilyn Spencer, William
Spencer, Katie Caroli, Jeanne Rollins, Steven
Spencer, Doug Spencer, Harry Crede

Saturday 06/20: SA Mass 5:30 p.m.

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time

People of the Parish

Sunday 06/21: OLH Mass 8:30 a.m.

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time

†Holy Souls in Purgatory (prayer gift)

SA Mass 10:30 a.m.
Kathy Comer

Saturday 06/27: SA Mass 5:30 p.m.

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Please call Father Tijo George at 304-342-2716,
ext. 406 if you would like a visit and to receive
communion or a home blessing.

People of the Parish

Sunday 06/28: OLH Mass 8:30 a.m.

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

†Jerry Legg

SA Mass 10:30 a.m.

†Holy Souls in Purgatory (prayer gift)

Bulletin & Mass Announcements
The deadline this week for bulletin announcements
is Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. and for Mass
announcements is Friday at 9:00 a.m.
Thank you!!
Hand Sanitizer and Disinfectant Donations
We are accepting donations of hand sanitizer and
disinfectant for both St. Anthony and Our Lady of the
Hills. There will be a basket at the church entrances for
donations. Thank you!!
Safe Environment—The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is
committed to the protection of its children and young people. The
Diocese complies with the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People
by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local
law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West
Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by
calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases
of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237
(toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor,
ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call
the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. For more information on
the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then
click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the
“Offices” menu. To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit
http://www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth
Protection” from the drop down menu.

Stewardship Report for June 13 — 14, 2020
St. Anthony
Offering
$ 1,696.50
Building Fund
150.00
Other
270.00
Attendance Saturday—8 Sunday—30
Our Lady of the Hills
Offering
$ 1,110.00
St. Anne’s Outreach
90.00
Other
140.00
Attendance Sunday—18
Thank you for your generosity! Please
remember to continue to support your parish
during this difficult time. May God bless you!

Healing Prayers Offered for
Covid-19 Victims
If you have a family
member/friend who has
been infected by the
Coronavirus, Fr. Tijo
would like to pray for
the infected person
during the private daily
Masses and Sunday Masses. A votive candle will
also be lit for his/her healing. Please call the parish
office or Fr. Tijo to have their names included in
his prayers and a votive candle lit.

Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

Music for Liturgy
Entrance: Christ in Me, Arise (instrumental) — #516
Gloria: Mass of Renewal — #860
Offertory: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy — #476
Communion: Be Not Afraid — #431
Recessional: Faith of Our Fathers (instrumental) — #496

Lorie’s Music Notes—Now that the seasons of Lent and Easter and the feasts of Ascension, Pentecost, Trinity and
Corpus Christi have passed, the Sundays of the year return to their orderly and predictable numbering of Ordinary
Time. I think we could all use some predictability in our lives right about now! We also celebrate Father's Day
today. Here's a short prayer for all the fathers, grandfathers, step-fathers and father figures in our lives: God our
Father, bless these men, that they may find strength as fathers. Let the example of their faith and love shine
forth. Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may honor them always with a spirit of profound respect. Amen!

Directive from the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston: Faithful are required to wear masks during
Mass, except in the moment of receiving Holy Communion. Please follow this directive. Thank you!

Animals in Heaven?
Many Catholics ask whether animals have souls and go to heaven?
The answer to the first question — do animals have souls? — depends, of course, on how we define “soul.” Ancient
and medieval writers, both pagan and Christian, often used terms that we translate as “soul” (Greek psyche, Latin
anima) to refer in general to that part of an animate (living) creature which sets it apart from inanimate (nonliving)
creatures.
In other words, a “soul” was simply a living creature’s “principle of life.”
In fact, some biblical texts in the Old Testament seem to apply certain Hebrew terms in a similar way. For example, the
phrase nephesh chayah (literally, “living soul”) can refer both to human beings (see Gn 2:7) and to animals
(Gn 1:30).
Ruach, the Hebrew term for “spirit” (and also for “breath,” as the indicator of life), is also applied to both humans and
animals in Ecclesiastes 3:21. (It’s translated into English as “spirit” in the Revised Standard Version and as “lifebreath” in the New American Bible).
If we think of “soul” in this general sort of way, then, animals and even plants have what could be called a “soul”
simply because they are alive. Thus the ancients spoke of animals as having “sensitive souls,” and plants as having
“vegetative souls.”
No doubt that sounds strange to our modern ears. How odd to think of the rosemary bush in the garden as having in
some sense a “soul” — though, thank goodness, that “soul” would depart once it was harvested and dried to use in the
spaghetti!
The Unique Human Soul
Nevertheless, it’s important to note that even if we use the term soul as the ancients did, we must observe (as they did)
that plant, animal and human souls are of quite different kinds.
The plant’s “vegetative soul” (its life principle) enables it to reproduce and to assimilate nourishment for growth. That’s
something a rock, for example, can’t do.

Animals can do that plus other things. Their “sensitive” souls allow them to move; to sense and respond to external
stimuli; and (in some of them) to perform rudimentary mental functions such as learning and even communication.
Even so, the human soul is unique. Of all earthly creatures, only humans are made in the image of God (see
Gn 1:26-27). Their soul is actually an immortal spirit, fully rational, able to reason and communicate at high levels, and
able to choose good or evil with a free will.
Among earthly creatures, only humans are truly able to love in the full sense of the word: to will the highest good of
another. Humans can know and love God and enter into friendship with Him in a way that no other earthly creature can.
(continued on page 4)

Animals in Heaven? (continued from page 3)
Through sanctifying grace, the human soul is capable of the Beatific Vision in heaven — that is, capable of entering so
fully into union with God that we can see Him and know Him as He is.
Perhaps our reader should say something like this to her young students: Animals have “souls” in the sense that they are
alive; they aren’t just objects like rocks or chairs. That’s why we enjoy them so much!
But their souls aren’t the same as human souls. The human soul is something much higher and greater, and that makes it
possible for humans to have a deep friendship with God in a way that other creatures can’t.
Animals in Heaven?
So what about the second question: Do animals go to heaven?
Some people point to the scriptural account of Elijah’s being taken to heaven by “a flaming chariot and flaming horses”
as evidence that animals can be in heaven (see 2 Kgs 2:11-12). But it’s not possible to draw any firm conclusions about
the matter from that particular passage.
Given that human beings can have fellowship with God in a way that the animals can’t, it would make sense that life in
heaven is a privilege that animals don’t share with us in any form. But Scripture seems to be silent about the matter, and
the Church has never pronounced on it authoritatively.
Before we assure children too quickly that only people go to heaven, we should remember that even great Christian
thinkers such as C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) have debated this issue and left the possibility open.
St. Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225-1274) taught that animal “souls” could not by their nature survive death. Unlike human
souls, he said, they are perishable when separated from their proper bodies.
Even so, perhaps that leaves open the possibility that God might choose to keep at least some animal “souls” from
perishing after death, granting them a privilege beyond their natural capacity.
In any case, we do know that, since animals cannot have sanctifying grace in their souls, they cannot receive the
Beatific Vision. So if some animals go to heaven in some sense, it wouldn’t be for the same reason that humans are in
heaven.
What other reasons could there be? It just might be that God would allow the animals we’ve loved on earth to take part
somehow in our heavenly life as part of our eternal happiness.
In fact, since God himself takes delight in all the good creatures He has made, perhaps He would give animals some sort
of life in heaven for the sake of His own pleasure and glory.
As Lewis pointed out, even in this life our pets sometimes become an important part of our lives, almost an extension of
who we are. Their association with us elevates them to a higher kind of life than they would have had on their own.
(Recent studies of canine behavior actually seem to lend some scientific support to the latter idea.)
“In this way,” Lewis concluded, “it seems to me possible that certain animals may have an immortality, not in
themselves, but in the immortality of their masters.”
Might this possibly be one aspect of the final renewal of all creation that Scripture talks about?
St. Paul tells us that other creatures have suffered the consequences of human sin. But through Christ’s redemption of
the human race, “creation itself” will be “set free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the
children of God” (see Rom 8:20-22).
At the very least, we can say that all we have loved on this earth has shaped who we are. So the effects of those loves on
us, including our cherished memories of them, will in some sense live within us forever.
Whatever the case, we probably do well to allow children to leave this particular question open. Perhaps the best answer
would be to affirm that if, by God’s help, they go to heaven, they will carry their pets with them in their hearts.
We can also assure children that God loves every creature He makes, that He loves their pets even more than they do,
and that when their beloved pets die, we can entrust them to Him.
Mosquitoes in Hell?
Perhaps we should conclude with one final and encouraging note: Since the lower creatures aren’t morally responsible
for their behavior on earth, they cannot deserve a reward, but neither can they deserve a punishment. So they cannot
suffer in hell.
One of Lewis’ readers once made fun of his speculation that at least some animals might be allowed a heavenly
existence. The wag demanded to know: “Where will you put all the mosquitoes?”
Unperturbed, Lewis replied wryly that, “if the worst came to the worst, a heaven for mosquitoes and a hell for men
could very conveniently be combined.”
~Paul Thigpen

